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Paradise, since I see [231] that God has so ordained.
Strange thing! the more Crosses I see prepared for
me there, the more my heart laughs and flies thither;
for what happiness to see with these eyes nothing but
Savages, Crosses, and Jesus Christ. Never have I un-
derstood in my life in France what it was to distrust
self entirely and to trust in God alone; I say alone,
and without the presence of any creature: Major est
Deus corde nostro, ‘‘God is greater than our hearts;’’
this is evident in New France, and it is an unutter-
able consolation that when we find nothing else we
immediately encounter God, who communicates him-
self most richly to good hearts.

16 My consolation among the Hurons is that I con-
fess every day, and then I say Mass as if I were to
take the Viaticum and die that very day; and I do
not think [232] that a person can live better, nor with
more satisfaction and courage, and even merit, than
to live in a place where he expects every day to die,
and to have the motto of St. Paul, Quotidie morior fra-
tres, etc., ‘‘1 protest, brethren, that I die daily.”’

17 To convert the Savages, not so much knowledge
is necessary as goodness and sound virtue. The four
Elements of an Apostolic man in New France are
Affability, Humility, Patience, and a generous Chari-
ty. Too ardent zeal scorches more than it warms,
and ruins everything; great magnanimity and com-
pliance are necessary to attract gradually these Sav-
ages. They do not comprehend our Theology well,
but they comprehend perfectly our humility and our
friendliness, and allow themselves to be won.

18 The Huron Nation is becoming disposed [233] to
receive the light of the Gospel, and inestimable good
is to be hoped for in all those regions; but two kinds



